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“SANDWICH READS TOGETHER” RECEIVES GRANTS
Funding awarded by the Kiwanis Club of Sandwich 
and the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners 

Will Help Implement 2009 Program
SANDWICH, MA (November 12, 2008) – “Sandwich Reads Together” (SRT) has received several grants to help fund the implementation of its 2009 program: one $7,000 grant and one $2,450 grant from the Kiwanis Club of Sandwich, and $7,500 from the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners (MBLC).  

    “We are thrilled to have won these grants,” says Lauren Robinson, reference librarian at the Sandwich Public Library (SPL) and SRT co-chair, “and look forward bringing another town-wide reading program to Sandwich.  In 2009, we will explore multiculturalism,” she adds, “with programming focusing on themes expressed in our primary book choice, Geraldine Brooks’ People of the Book.”
     The $7,000 grant from the Kiwanis Club of Sandwich will be used to help fund author visits to the four Sandwich schools.  According to Vicky Uminowicz, SRT co-chair, “The Kiwanis have been extremely generous with SRT in the past, and we are grateful to have their support again for our 2009 program.” 
(more)

     The $2,450 Kiwanis grant was awarded to the Early Childhood Community Partnership Council (ECCPC) of Sandwich to extend the multicultural educational opportunities of SRT to our youngest and eldest citizens. According to ECCPC Grant Coordinator Lauren Melillo, “We will use the grant funding to provide a hands-on, interactive approach to cultural diversity for children, parents, teachers and elders to gain a better understanding of our global community within the context of our local population.”
         In addition, the MBLC awarded the SPL a $7,500 grant as part of its “On The Same Page” competitive grant program.  The funds may be used to help purchase books (in both print and audio formats), arrange author visits, and promote community-wide reading programs.
      The MBLC awards grants to libraries across the State utilizing monies from the federal Library Services and Technology Act, provided by the Institute of Library and Museum Services.

     The SRT program will kick off in early January 2009, and will include an author talk and book signing for the general public by Geraldine Brooks at Sandwich High School on Saturday, January 31.

  Further details about book choices, author visits, and special events will be made in late 2008.  In the meantime, please visit the SRT website, www.SandwichReadsTogether.org.
(more)

     The Sandwich Kiwanis Club, now in its 31st year, makes numerous grants and other donations to the children and families of Sandwich. The grant program is made possible through a $1.3 million bequest from Gerald and Claire Levreault in 2004. Other donations are made possible through various fund raising programs run by club members. Sandwich Kiwanis returns approximately $65,000-$70,000 a year to the community.               

     Sandwich Reads Together (SRT) is an organization which seeks to promote the joys of reading and literary discussions for all ages.  SRT is a collaborative effort of the Sandwich Public Library, the Sandwich Public Schools, Titcomb’s Bookshop, and other community organizations.  SRT organizes town-wide reading programs designed to encourage residents to read the same books at the same time, creating closer ties throughout the community by the shared literary experience.  SRT offers a variety of events related to literacy and reading on an ongoing basis. Its primary goal is to encourage people to find the time to read for enjoyment and enrichment. 
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