
Supplementary Book List for K-8 Teachers

Teachers interested in supplementing their lessons will find the following list helpful.  All of the books are related in some way to the topics and themes of People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks and SRT’s 2009 theme, “Books have the power to connect people across cultures and through time.”

Pre-K

Whoever You Are by Mem Fox

“A one-world, ``we-are-all-the-same-under-the-skin'' message for the very young.”

Grades K - 3
Everybody Cooks Rice and other books in this series) by Norah Dooley  

Multicultural dinner time tales with rice recipes from different nations.

The Day of Ahmed's Secret  by Florence Parry Heide
“In the busy streets of Cairo young Ahmed is making his daily rounds on a donkey cart, delivering large canisters of butane gas. Ahmed carries a secret with him (he has learned to write his name in Arabic).”  

Tomás and the Library Lady by Pat Mora  

“Wonderfully illustrated tale of Tomás Rivera and the kind librarian who helped him learn to love books. A true story, Tomás started his life as a migrant worker and, when he died, was a university chancellor. (The UC Riverside library now bears his name.)” 

A Library for Juana by Pat Mora

“Juana Inés was just a little girl in a village in Mexico when she decided that the thing she wanted most in the world was her very own collection of books, just like in her grandfather’s library. When she found out that she could learn to read in school, she begged to go. And when she later discovered that only boys could attend university, she dressed like a boy to show her determination to attend. Word of her great intelligence soon spread, and eventually, Juana Inés was considered one of the best scholars in the Americas–something unheard of for a woman in the 17th century.  Today, this important poet is revered throughout the world and her verse is memorized by schoolchildren all over Mexico.” 
The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Polacco

“Polacco's first-person voice moves her narrative forward gracefully from the time when her Great-Gramma Anna came to America during the last century to the present… The only color used is in the babushka and dress of Great-Gramma Anna, which become part of a brightly hued quilt. Following that quilt through four generations is the basis of this account. …family is constant, visually linked by the ‘keeping quilt.’'' 

How I Learned Geography by Uri Shulevitz - K-3 

“Having fled from war in their troubled homeland, a boy and his family are living in poverty in a strange country. Food is scarce, so when the boy’s father brings home a map instead of bread for supper, at first the boy is furious. But when the map is hung on the wall, it floods their cheerless room with color. As the boy studies its every detail, he is transported to exotic places without ever leaving the room, and he eventually comes to realize that the map feeds him in a way that bread never could.” 

Grades 3 - 5

Boundless Grace by Mary Hoffman

From Publishers Weekly: “Traveling to The Gambia with her grandmother, Grace frets about the horrible stepmothers found in fairy tales and worries that her hosts won't need or love her.” 

The Most Magnificent Mosque by Ann Jungman  

“Naughty Rashid, who is Muslim, Samuel who is Jewish, and Miguel, a Christian must work in the mosque gardens where they learn about the building's beauty.  When a new Christian king decides to pull down the beautiful Mosque of Cordoba, the three old friends decide something must be done on behalf of all the citizens of Spain, whether Moslem, Jew or Christian.”

Drita, My Homegirl by Jenny Lombard 

From Booklist: “Drita, 10, is a Muslim Albanian refugee from Kosovo and a stranger in her fourth-grade classroom in Brooklyn, New York. Maxie is African American, one of the in-crowd that wants nothing to do with the newcomer--until her social studies teacher charges her with interviewing Drita about her story. The two girls speak in alternating first-person narratives that reveal both their differences and their connection.: Drita's mother is having a breakdown; Maxie cannot confront her grief about her mother's death in a car accident three years before. Most moving is Drita's surprise about the ethnic mix in her classroom; in Albania a wall separates Serb students from Muslims. The message connecting schoolyard bullying with war is heavy, but the girls' growing friendship and respect for one another is poignant, as is the climax when Maxie presents her report about what Drita left behind.” 

My Palace of Leaves in Sarajevo by Marybeth Lorbiecki

Yatandou by Gloria Whelan

“… a story set in a village in the African nation of Mali. Eight-year-old Yatandou must sit with the women in her village and pound millet kernels for their food, a task that takes three hours a day! The women dream of a machine that can grind the millet and free them from their pounding sticks, but such a machine will cost money. Yatandou must help raise the money, a sacrifice she makes by parting with Sunjata, the goat she has raised. Gradually, (because of the machine), the people of the village learn reading and writing as well. "I have learned to write my name. I take my pencil and spell out YATANDOU on my pounding stick. When I have a little girl I will show the stick to her. I will tell her how I raised Sunjata and sold him and how that helped bring the contraption to our village. She will show the pounding stick to her daughter, who will never have to use it.”

The Librarian of Basra:  A True Story from Iraq by Jeanette Winters 
“The story of Iraqi librarian Alia Muhammed Baker, who, fearing looting and bombs, hid more than 30,000 books prior to the invasion of Iraq.”
Grades 5 - 8

The Home of the Brave by Katherine Applegate. 

“Story of a young refugee boy from Darfur and his new life in the USA, Minnesota, written in free verse.”

Under the Sun by Arthur Dorros  

“Chronicles the harrowing journey of Ehmet, a thirteen-year-old boy from Sarajevo who gets caught up in the ethnic conflicts in the former Yugoslavia.”

The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis

“Imagine living in a country in which women and girls are not allowed to leave the house without a man. Imagine having to wear clothes that cover every part of your body, including your face, whenever you go out.  Eleven-year-old Parvana lives with her family in one room of a bombed-out apartment building in Kabul, Afghanistan's capital city during the Taliban rule. Parvana's father- a history teacher until his school was bombed and his health destroyed- works from a blanket on the ground in the marketplace, reading letters for people who cannot read or write. One day he is arrested for the crime of having a foreign education. As conditions in the family grow desperate, only one solution emerges. Forbidden by the Taliban government to earn money as a girl, Parvana must transform herself into a boy.  Parvana's disguise provides her a measure of freedom and the means to support her family by providing a reading service for illiterates.”

Zlata's Diary: A Child's Life in Sarajevo by Zlata Filopovic (grades 6-8)
One City, Two Brothers by Aurelia Fronty and Chris Smith

ISBN 978-1846860416

 “Two brothers realize that their love and concern for each other have lead them to the same generous action. The spot where they met is where Jerusalem is built.  The book concludes with a brief, well-written description of Jerusalem and the recognition that this folktale is told by Jewish people and Palestinian Arabs alike, and that Jerusalem is a special place for Jews, Christians, and Muslims.”


My Childhood under Fire: A Sarejevo Diary by Nadja Halilbegovich 

The Cave of Reconciliation  As Retold by Pecki Sherman Witonsky 

“According to the Bible and Qur'an, we learn that Abraham had two sons. Jews and Christians are recognized as the descendents of Abraham's son Isaac. The descendents of Abraham's son Ishmael are known as Muslims. Although both books tell of a painful separation in Abraham's family, we learn that Ishmael and Isaac overcame that division and together peacefully buried their beloved father Abraham in the Cave of Machpelah in Hebron. We call this The Cave of Reconciliation.  The Cave of Reconciliation is a double-faced book, created to remind us of our shared beginnings, to explore our commonalities and to learn about our differences. Collective belief is rooted in mutual love of the One God, and His servant Abraham/Ibrahim.”

Basher Five-Two: The True Story of F-16 Fighter Pilot by Scott O'Grady
From School Library Journal: “On June 2, 1995, while 29-year-old Air Force Captain Scott O'Grady flew his 47th mission over Bosnia, his F-16 fighter plane was downed by a Serbian land missile. O'Grady relates the events of his six-day, harrowing adventure after parachuting from his disabled plane. Left with minimal supplies and a radio low on battery life, Basher Five-Two (O'Grady's "call sign" for the mission) avoided enemy detection, protected himself from the elements, and subsisted on a diet of leaves, ants, and rainwater. The author effectively communicates not just the details of his miraculous survival, but also how he relied on his love of family and religious faith in dealing with his fear and despair.”

The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain by Peter Sis

“Powerful account of Sis’s childhood in Cold War–era Prague… He didn't question what he was being told. Then he found out there were things he wasn't told. The secret police, with tidy suits and pig faces, intrude into every drawing, watching and listening. As Sís grows to manhood, Eastern Europe discovers the Beatles, and the Prague Spring of 1968 promises liberation and freedom. Instead, Soviet tanks roll in, returning the city to its previous restrictive climate. Sís rebels when possible, and in the book's final spreads, depicts himself in a bicycle, born aloft by wings made from his artwork, flying toward America and freedom, as the Berlin Wall crumbles below. “  

Alia’s Mission: Saving the Books of Iraq, a graphic novel by M.A. Stamaty

“The story of Iraqi librarian Alia Muhammed Baker, who, fearing looting and bombs, hid more than 30,000 books prior to the invasion of Iraq.  Sequential panels concisely depict complex sequences of actions and emotions, allowing Stamaty to pack more detail into 32 pages than is possible in a traditional picture book.”

Red Scarf Girl:A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution by Ji-li Jiang
“Memoir which reveals Ji-li’s gradual disillusionment with what she had been taught to believe about the Chinese communist government. A highly successful student, Ji-Li's life begins to unravel when her family wants her to turn down a chance to be trained by the government as a gymnast. Self-centered at first, the effects that propaganda have upon the lives of people she respects - including her own family - expand her concerns beyond her own. A unique yet universal coming-of-age story.”

Burying the Sun by Gloria Whelan

“The narrator is 15-year-old Georgi, the year is 1941, and the setting is Leningrad, where German forces are bombing and blockading the city. Georgi's sister, Marya, a Hermitage employee, escapes with museum artwork for safe keeping.  A recurring theme is the power of art, represented by the paintings and by the symphony written by Shostakovich for his imperiled city. No art lover should miss the absurd, yet ultimately moving, scene in which Georgi gives a farmer-turned-soldier his first tour of the Hermitage. Pointing to empty frame after empty frame, Georgi describes in vivid detail the paintings that belong within them.”

Echoes from the Square by Elizabeth Wellburn

“On a street in Sarajevo, marked by bombs, amid sniper bullets and exploding shells, Vedran Smailovic played his cello for 22 days in remembrance of 22 victims of a terrible bomb blast. His musical call for peace inspired this compelling picture book of a fictional boy whose life is all but destroyed by war violence, yet who feels hope encountering the cellist on the street.”   "Here is a book that will introduce children to the moving story of Vedran Smailovic, a real present-day hero whose spirit I greatly admire. His spontaneous act of courage can be an inspiration to us all. It shows that an individual can make a difference in this world." -Yo-Yo Ma. 

Grades 7 - High School

Incantation by Alice Hoffman  

School Library Journal: “At the dawn of the 16th century, Spain's Jews have fled, been restricted to ghettoes, or converted to Christianity in order to live openly in Spanish society. Estrella's family has lived in her village for 500 years and is, as far as the 16-year-old knows, like all her neighbors and her best friend, fervently Catholic. In fact, however, they are hidden Jews, and Estrella realizes this only weeks before it occurs to the townspeople. Hoffman describes with accuracy, but without undue manipulation, the devastation of Estrella's family through torture and murder, her confrontation of the truths about her supposed friend and her neighbors, and her newly found and embraced identity.”

Voices by Ursula LeGuin  

“The year Memer was born, a foreign army overthrew her city's elected government, declared the written word demonic, and destroyed every book it could find. Seventeen years later, possession of books is still punishable by death, and Memer and her mentor, the Waylord, are the protectors of a hidden library and the intermediaries of an oracle within it.”

Note: Review excerpts taken from various online sources.  
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