
Books by Allen Say

Allen Say’s books appeal to a broad audience.  Grade level suggestions follow, but most books appeal to all ages.

Grades K - 3

The Bicycle Man by Allen Say

“The amazing tricks two American soldiers perform on a borrowed bicycle are a fitting finale for the school sports day festivities in a small village in occupied Japan.”

Emma’s Rug by Allen Say 

“The journey of a child who discovers that creativity ultimately comes from within.” 

How My Parents Learned to Eat by Allen Say

“An American sailor courts a young Japanese woman and each tries, in secret, to learn the other's way of eating.” 

A River Dream by Allen Say 

“A little boy takes a fantasy trip up the river by his house to fly-fish with his uncle.” 

Tree of Cranes by Allen Say

“As a young Japanese boy recovers from a bad chill, his mother busily folds origami paper into delicate silver cranes in preparation for the boy's very first Christmas.” 

Under the Cherry Blossom Tree: An Old Japanese Tale retold by Allen Say
“The miserly landlord refused to be happy. Mumbling and grumbling, he sat all alone eating a bowl of cherries and glaring at the merry villagers. Then he swallowed a cherry pit. The pit began to sprout, and soon the landlord was the wonder of the village—a cherry tree was growing out of the top of his head!”

Grades 3 - 5

Allison by Allen Say 

“Story about an American girl who seeks adventure in Japan and discovers more than she could have imagined.”

Tea With Milk by Allen Say

“At home in San Francisco, May speaks Japanese and the family eats rice and miso soup and drinks green tea.   May plans someday to go to college and live in an apartment of her own. But when her family moves back to Japan, she soon feels lost and homesick for America.   May sets out to find her own way in the big city of Osaka.   The accompanying story of  Say’s mother and her journey as a young woman is heartfelt.”

El Chino by Allen Say 

“True story of Arizona-born Billy Wong, the first-ever Chinese bullfighter. As Billy grows up, his father tells him, over and over again, "In America you can be anything you want to be." This advice stands Billy in good stead as he faces one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after another on his triumphant way to the ring ("Only the Spaniards can become true matadors," everyone informs him).”  “Biography of a bullfighter who learns that to become someone beyond his current self, he must first truly be himself.”

Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say  

“Tale of one man’s love for two countries and his constant desire to be in both places.”

The Lost Lake by Allen Say

Luke and his father, who is disgusted by the tourists surrounding the once secluded lake of his childhood, hike deeper into the wilderness to find a "lost lake" of their own. 

Grades 5 - 8

Home of the Brave by Allen Say

“In dreamlike sequences, a man symbolically confronts the trauma of his family’s incarceration in the Japanese internment camps during World War II.” 

The Kamishibai Man by Allen Say

“The Kamishibai man used to ride his bicycle into town where he would tell stories to the children and sell them candy, but gradually, fewer and fewer children came running at the sound of his clappers. They were all watching their new televisions instead. Years later, the Kamishibai man and his wife made another batch of candy, and he pedaled into town to tell one more story—his own.”   (Note: the Kamishibai man was the origin of manga and anime.) 

Music for Alice by Allen Say

“As a girl, Alice loved to dance, but the rhythms of her life offered little opportunity for a foxtrot, let alone a waltz. World War II erupted soon after she was married. Alice and her husband, along with many other Japanese Americans, were forced to leave their homes and report to assembly centers around the country. Undaunted, Alice and her husband learned to make the most of every circumstance…”

The Sign Painter by Allen Say
“Through a simple text and extraordinary paintings, the reader learns of the temptation of safe choices and the uncertainties of following a personal dream.” 

Stranger in the Mirror by Allen Say

“One morning eight-year-old Martin looks in the mirror and sees a stranger. Overnight, he has changed.  Martin has grown very old in the space of one day. His world will never be the same again.” Reviews: “This haunting story exposes the agony caused by American attitudes towards aging and differences."

High School and Adult

The Ink-Keeper’s Apprentice by Allen Say

“Thirteen-year-old Kiyoi, an apprentice to the famous cartoonist, Noro Shinpei, tries to develop his talent and become self-reliant, in this novel based upon the author's own boyhood in Japan.”  (Some adult content.)

Note: Review excerpts taken from various online sources.  
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